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INFORMATION LETTER
(NOTE:  DO NOT AGREE TO PARTICIPATE UNLESS AN IRB APPROVAL STAMP WITH CURRENT DATES HAS BEEN APPLIED TO THIS DOCUMENT.)

Title of research study: Study of African-American Love, Emotions, Stereotypes, and Schemas (S.A.A. L.E.S.S.) Interview; IRB # STUDY00000561
Investigator: August Jenkins, Ph.D.	

[bookmark: _Hlk173272632]You are invited to participate in a research study examining the romantic experiences, emotional and psychological states, and various thoughts and perspectives among Black Americans. The study is being conducted by August Jenkins, Ph.D., under the direction of Drs. Stephen Erath & Alleah Crawford, Interim Department Chairs in the Auburn University Department of Human Development and Family Science. You were selected as a possible participant because you identify as being Black or African American, are over the age of 18, and are currently in a romantic relationship.
What will be involved if you participate?  If you decide to participate in this research study, you and your partner will be asked to join a 1-1.5 hour Zoom conversation with the researcher. You and your partner will be contacted to coordinate a time when both of you are available to talk. During the interview, you will need to log on to Zoom for an audio- and video-recorded conversation. Your names will be removed from the Zoom display. You will be asked questions related to experiences of race-related stress, perception of various racial and gender ideas, your romantic relationship, and your emotional/psychological well-being. We ask that you respond to all questions honestly and accurately to the best of your knowledge. Your total time commitment for the entire study will be about 60-90 minutes. If you prefer to complete interviews in-person rather than online, you will be given the choice of coming to the research lab at Auburn University or meeting at another private place where you feel comfortable being interviewed. 
Are there any risks or discomforts?  The primary risks associated with participating in this study are temporary psychological discomfort from discussing sensitive topics and the potential for loss of data confidentiality online. Some of the questions in this study ask about experiences with race-related stress and romantic relationship interactions. Because of this, you might feel psychological discomfort when answering questions about sensitive topics. If there are topics that make you feel uncomfortable, you have the right to refuse to answer any questions and discontinue participation at any time. There is also the potential of a breach of data/privacy when sharing or storing information electronically. We will do our best to maintain confidentiality during data storage and sharing. However, there remains a possibility that someone could identify you from your data. There is also the possibility of someone who is not supposed to overhearing your conversation or accessing your saved data. Further, if there is an imminent threat of harm to self or others, the study investigator will breach confidentiality to report threats to the authorities. To reduce the likelihood of loss of confidentiality in data handling, management, and/or storage, all research team members will sign an agreement to maintain participant confidentiality, and after interviews are conducted, all identifying information will be removed from recorded interview responses. All data collected will be stored in a secure, password-protected storage accessible only to the project team. 
Are there any benefits to yourself or others?  If you participate in this study, no direct benefits are expected. However, your response may contribute to the advancement of knowledge and educational inquiry that could help other people. You may also find participating in this study a rewarding opportunity to reflect on your experiences and gain self-awareness or insight into your emotional and/or relationship experiences. After completing the survey, you will receive information about local and national mental health and interpersonal resources, which may be considered useful. We cannot promise you that you will receive any or all of the benefits described.
Will you receive compensation for participating?  To thank you for your time, you will be offered $60/individual (or $120/couple) via gift cards.
Are there any costs?  If you decide to participate, you are not expected to incur any costs. Auburn University has not provided for any payment if you are harmed as a result of participating in this study.

If you change your mind about participating, you can withdraw at any time during the study. Your participation is completely voluntary. If you choose to withdraw, your data can be withdrawn as long as it is identifiable. Your decision about whether to participate or to stop participating will not jeopardize your future relations with Auburn University or the Department of Human Development and Family Science.

Any data obtained in connection with this study will remain anonymous and confidential. We will protect your privacy and the data you provide by keeping your research data and your identifying information, such as your name or IP addresses, separate from your survey responses, so that your data will only be identified by a randomly generated participant code. Only study project staff will have access to your research data. Information collected through your participation may be used to fulfill an educational requirement, published in a professional journal, and/or presented at a professional meeting, etc.

If you have questions about this study, please contact Dr. August Jenkins at aij0006@auburn.edu or Stephen Erath at sae0001@auburn.edu.

If you have questions about your rights as a research participant, you may contact the Auburn University Office of Research Compliance or the Institutional Review Board by phone (334) 844-5966 or e-mail at IRBadmin@auburn.edu or IRBChair@auburn.edu.
HAVING READ THE INFORMATION PROVIDED, YOU MUST DECIDE IF YOU WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS RESEARCH PROJECT.  IF YOU DECIDE TO PARTICIPATE, THE DATA YOU PROVIDE WILL SERVE AS YOUR AGREEMENT TO DO SO. PLEASE PRINT THIS LETTER TO KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS.

				
_______________________________________________________________9/18/2025____
Investigator's signature								Date

August Jenkins
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